
The OngoingStory of theJizerská 501968 Born of a disputeThefollowingquotebyauthorKurtVonnegutwouldapplytotheoriginoftheJizerská50.“Twopiecesofyeastwerediscussingthepossiblepurposeoflifeastheyatesugar.Theynevercameclosetoguessingthattheyweremakingchampagne.”ThefamousraceoriginatedbecauseofadisputeaboutinclusioninteamsattheKrkonošská70.Thepremiereditionwasthusoriginallyrunasaqualificationraceunderthename“50kmthroughtheJizeraMountains”.Andthusacross-countryskiinglegendwasborn.ItsspiritualfatheranddirectorwasKarelTrousílek.“Thefirstevereventwassuchafriendlyrace;mostoftheracerskneweachotherpersonally,”LadislavMíka,aparticipantineveryeditionoftheJ50,recalledin2014.1stedition20January196852 racersOneofthefoundersoftheJ50wasthefamoustraveller,mountainclimber,adventurer,eccentricandholderoftheNutoftheYearawardGustavGinzel(1931–2008)ofthelegendaryManureHouseinJizerka,whoblazedthetrail.1969 Traditions take offEverypropereventisbuiltontraditions.AndtheJizerská50gotoneduringitssecondedition.TheeventwasheldonthelastSundayofJanuarywithunbendingregularityfrom1969to1989.Thesecond“fifty”waswonbyArnoštHájek,wholatercompetedinthe1972WinterOlympicGamesinSapporoincross-countryskiingandbiathlon.2ndedition25January1969126 racersSeventeen-year-oldJosefRakoncaj,oneofthemostsuccessfulCzechmountainclimbers,whowasthefirstpersonintheworldtotwiceconquerK2,theworld’ssecond-tallestmountain,reachedthefinishwithatimeof5:04:41.Incidentally,thebreweryinVratislavicemadespecialnon-alcoholicbeerfortheraceparticipants.1970 First time with the logoWhenLadislavMíka,whohasparticipatedineveryeditionoftheevent,arrivedatthestartinglineofthecancelledJ50in2014,heproudlyshowedoffhismodifiedstartingnumber.Inhisownhand,hehadaddedtoittheoriginalsymboloftherace,whichhadfirstbeenusedforthethirdedition.“Irecallthecomicalincidentwheresomewhereotherthaninthesauna,thedesignoftheJizerská50’ssymbolwassortedout.Iamapainterandscenedesigner;forthecreatorofthelogo,TrousílekcompletelylogicallychoseKarelFrej,whorefused.Scenicornon-scenic–butanartist,you’realreadydealingwithit;Trousílekdidn’tallowtheobjection.AndKarelFrejgotitdone.Hisidentifyinglogoisasfamoustodayastheraceitself,”recallsJanSuchl,authorandformerchairmanoftheCzechoslovakUnionofMountainClimbers.Comparedtothefistedition,thenumberofparticipantsnearlyquintupled.3rdedition1February1970245 závodníkůAfter31years,theresultslistfrom1970inthewomen’scategoryappearedin2001.2ndfinisherVěraPreislerováhadfounditinherrecords.IvanaČervenkováwasthewinnerwiththetimeof2:44:00.1971 In memory of mountain climbers“TheywillneveragainglidethroughthebeautifulJizeraMountains.TheywillnotenjoytheviewfromKrálovkaandgaspforbreathwhenascendingPodJizerou,zigzagintheswamps,breathasighofreliefbeyondtheridgeofHolubník.Thewillnotthinkaboutwhatwasgoodandwhatwasbadandhowtodoitnexttime.Forthem,thereisnonexttime.Butthereareotherswhowillgoon,andtheywillalwaysrememberthatfriendsaremissinghere.”ThiswaswrittenintheinvitationtothefourtheditionoftheJ50,whichwasheldforthefirsttimeasthe1970PeruExpeditionMemorial.Theracewastransformedintoanannualcommemorationofthe15Czechoslovakmountainclimberswhotragicallydiedon31May1970underarockslideduringanearthquakeinPeru.Someofthemwereco-foundersoftherace.TheJ50becameaprestigiousevent,forthefirsttimewithinternationalparticipation.4thedition31January1971797 racersAtraditionthatbeganatthe4theditionoftheJ50survivestothisday.Itwasthenthatskiersfirstkeptstartingnumbersassouvenirs.1972 First foreign winnerTheJizerská50begantoattractathletesfromabroad.ThefiftheditionoftheracewaswonbyGermannationalteammemberandOlympianGünterBeuteloftheZellaMehlisteam.Becauseofalackofsnow,evenhehadtorunfromBedřichovonfootandputonhisskisatŠámalovachatainNováLouka.Thiswasnotthelasttimethattheweatherdecisivelycomplicatedtheevent…Initshistory,theracehasbeencompletelycancelledfivetimes.5thedition25January19722,010 racersAfterthefifthedition,amonumenttothetragicallydeceasedmountainclimbers,inwhosememorytheJizerská50isheld,wasunveildon3JuneinSedmihorkyinČeskýráj.1973 Four hours on the trailIntodaysconditions,evenatleastsomewhattrainedhobbyistscompletetheraceinroughlyfourhours.However,victoryrequired242minutesin1973!Thesixtheditionoftheracewasheldunderextraordinarilydifficultconditionscausedbyastrongblizzardthatconstantlycoverthetrailwithsnow.Severalhundredregisteredracerschosenottosetoutonthetrailatall.6thedition28January19732,562 racersTwogoldmedallistsfromtheOlympicGamesinMunichsecretlycompetedintheJ50,namelyEastGermannationalteammemberPeterFrenkel(bornin1939),winnerofthe20kmwalkandoneofthebest20kmracewalkersofthelate1960sandearly1970s,andEastGermanrowerFrankForgberger(1943–1998).1974 Fog and4,243 skiers52,126,245,797,2,010,2,562and4,243.Judgingbythenumberofparticipants,whichpracticallydoubledfromyeartoyear,theraceacrosstheJizeraMountainshadgainedfame.Inheavyfog,morethanfourthousandenthusiastsstoodatthestartoftheseventhedition;thefastestwasJiříPrinc.7thedition27January19744,243 racersStanislavNeveselý,legendarycoachofDuklaJihlavaandtheCzechoslovaknationalhockeyteam,competedintheJizerská50.WithDukla,hecelebratedelevenoftheteam’stwelvechampionshiptitles.1975 Řezáč’s first strikeStanislavŘezáč,whosesonofthesamenamewouldlaterbecomeoneofthebestCzechlong-distancecross-countryskiersandathree-timewinneroftheJizerská50,wasthenationaljuniorchampionandwontheracein1975only14secondsaheadofthefouryearsolderJosefLangmajerofNavetaJablonec.8thedition26January19755,127 racersThewinnerofthewomen’s30kmracewasHelenaŠikolová,nowBalatková,bronzemedallistattheWinterOlympicGamesinSapporoandmother-in-lawofLukášBauer.Next >




